This subfamily comes nearest to the Aporinre, and a few of the males are easily confused with and mistaken for some males in the latter group.
The head is, however, lenticular, very thin antero-posteriorly, the temples being very flat, while the antennre are always placed much closer to the mouth, on or below an imaginary line drawn from the base of the eyes. These characters ought to enable the student to recognize readily a wasp falling in this group.
Some males in the subfamily Aporinre have a lenticular head, but in these the antennre are inserted above this imaginary line, never on or below it.
Two tribes may be recog11ized. Tribe I.-Planicepini. Nothing seems to be known positively of the habits of any species belonging to this group. I hope, therefore, that some of our students will endeavour during the present summer to ascertain the life-history of one or more of our species. Tribe II.-Homonotini. In this tribe the front wings have tltree distinct cubital cells, while the clypeus is flat or, at most, sub-convex, and produced anteriorly so as to cover the mandibles.
A single wingless genus is known, Apteropompilus, Brauns, recently discovered in Africa. It has the structural characters of other genera placed here, except in being without wings. I have not had a specimen for examination, but structurally it seems to come very close to Pedinaspis, Kohl, and I suspect it may ultimately prove to be a wingless species belonging to that genus.
Meracus, Tournier, judging alone from the description, is evidently synonymous with Pedinaspis, Kohl. This subfamily is quite distinct from all others, and is easily recognized by the characters made use of in my table of subfamilies, the large free labrum being found in no other group except the Ce1-opali11re : but from that group it is distinguished by the long pronotum, the curved, not straight, antennre, and by the non-emarginate eyes. The antennre are inserted some distance above the clypeus.
The habits of the group are unknown. I suspect, however, that, like the Ceropali11re, the species are either parasitic or inquilinous in the nests of other wasps, the Pepsinre and the Aporinre, for the structural characters of these wasps clearly show that they have different habits from those in the other subfamilies.
I have placed in this subfamily the very rare genus Chirodamus, Haliday, discovered by Charles Darwin, in South America, during his memorable voyage in the Beagle.
It was unknown to Kohl, while Dr. von Dalla Torre, evidently without an examination of a specimen, has placed it, in his Catalogus Hymenopterorum, as a synonym of Pompi/us, Fabr.
Fortunately, I have recognized this rare genus among some material collected in 1888 by the U. S. Fish Commission steamer, Albatross, in South America, in the same locality, Strait of Magellan, in which Darwin took his single specimen 87 years ago.
The U. S. Fish Commission took three perfect specimens, and this seems to be the first time it has been taken since the single specimen taken by Darwin. Differs from the Chirodami11i by the different shaped head, the long eyes, which extend to or nearly to the base of the mandibles: by the long tarsi, by the slenderer anterior femora, and by the different venation of the wrngs.
In the• insertion of the a ntenn re the group comes nearest to the Aporince, to which it is unquestionably closely allied, but from that group it is at once separated by the prominent, free labrum and by the absence of a tarsal comb in the females.
The group is eviden tly parasitic, and possibly some of the genera defined in the Apori11ce, without a tarsal comb, will ultimately be removed to this tribe. year to year, and as this will undoubted ly prove useiul to entomologists throughout Canada, it is hoped that collectors in the Dominion will try to make it as complete as possible. Records of interesting specimens captured, either from the standpoint of distribution or rarity, will be acceptable,and should be sent to Dr. James Fletcher,Central Experimental Farm, Ottawa. Specimens unknown to collectors will gladly be identified.
